
  West Barnstable Water Commissioners 

February 27, 2018 
7:00pm 

West Barnstable Fire Station 
2160 Meetinghouse Way, West Barnstable, MA 02668 

 

Present:  Arne Ojala, Mark Wirtanen and Kris Clark 
Also present:  Sue Phelan and Steve Seymour 
 
Chairman Ojala opened the meeting at 7:04pm. 
 
We discussed the proposed Five-Year Vegetation Management Plan for the region, recently submitted to the state 
by Eversource Energy.  There was a distinction made between last year’s one-year operational plan and this five-
year Vegetation Management Plan.  Arne mentioned that some of these easements were secured in the 1940’s 
and that the interpretation of clearing these easements has changed over the years.  It was discussed that 
Eversource could be overburdening its easement by applying herbicides, depending on when the easement was 
written.  Application of herbicides may also have consequences to agricultural resources along the easement. 
 
A suggestion was brought to Kris’ attention that different herbicides treat vegetation in different ways.  Instead of 
a combination of herbicides, perhaps treatment could be applied discriminately with one herbicide for deciduous 
trees and another for evergreen trees.  This way, there’s can be a strategy to reduce the amount of herbicide 
used, perhaps by half, instead of treatment that does the work of both with one-fits-all application. 
 
Sue mentioned that she received information that the previous sprayings have ranged between 2000-2500 gallons 
of herbicide per year on Cape Rights of Ways (ROWs). It has not been possible to get the figures for the last 2 
years as MDAR no longer requires Eversource to supply this information.  There is a state bill in the works but it is 
not likely to move through the state’s legislature.   
 
MOTION: by Kris; Seconded by Mark: 
To write a letter to State Representative Will Crocker, State Representative Randy Hunt and State Senator Julian 
Cyr, requesting a yearly report from Eversource of what herbicides were used, how much was used and where it 
(they) were applied within the West Barnstable Water District.  Copies should go to the Town’s Board of Health 
and Town Manager as well as the Barnstable County Administrator and Barnstable County Commissioners.  
UNANIMOUS APPROVAL. 
 
MOTION: by Mark; Seconded by Arne: 
To write a letter to Eversource that Eversource manage the vegetation along their easement in the West 
Barnstable Water District by mechanical methods only.   Copies should go to the Town’s Board of Health Town 
Manager as well as the Barnstable County Administrator and Barnstable County Commissioners in addition to the 
Cape Cod Times and Barnstable Patriot. UNANIMOUS APPROVAL. 
 
MOTION: by Arne; Seconded by Mark: 
To write a letter to Clayton Edwards in response to their proposed five-year Vegetation Management Plan 2018-
2022 as discussed.  UNANIMOUS APPROVAL. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:40pm. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, Kris Clark, Clerk 


