
  West Barnstable Water Commissioners 

March 28, 2019 
5:00pm 

West Barnstable Fire Station 
2160 Meetinghouse Way, West Barnstable, MA 02668 

 

 

Present:  Arne Ojala, Mark Wirtanen and Kris Clark 
Others Present:  none 
 
Chairman Ojala opened the meeting at 5:08pm. 
 
This meeting was called to review the information regarding our well #15-75 that was discussed at the Prudential 
Committee meeting yesterday, March 27, 2019. 
 
1)  Arne shared with Mark and Kris a printed copy of the protocol for establishing a public water supply per the 
Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (DEP). 
 
To bring our municipal well into production, we would have to have well #15-75 re-approved because it has been 
out of production for more than five years.  We’d also need a pumping test and establish a monitoring well, 
according to DEP.  Arne will contact DEP regarding the steps for us to go forward.  Arne also thinks that it might be 
around $40,000 to drill a test well.  The District would have to hire a consultant, like Whitman & Howard, Inc. who 
originally designed the pumping test in 1977.  Arne believes that they are now out of business. 
 
Mark suggested that we speak with another water district who has recently established a new well to find out 
how their experience was and if they had any recommendations for us. 
 
Kris suggested that the District should start building a fund to support the expenses associated with establishing 
future municipal water in the West Barnstable Water District, including testing, infrastructure, consulting 
expenses and possible land acquisition. 
 
MOTION: by Mark; Seconded by Arne: 
That the West Barnstable Water Commission opposes the development of a public water supply well in our 
District at this time. 
UNANIMOUS APPROVAL 

 
We expect to receive additional information from Attorney Chuck Sabatt regarding the status of the deed to the 
Zone 1 (400’ radius) around well #15-75, per yesterday’s conversation at the Prudential Committee meeting.  Arne 
will also contact Scott Michaud of the Cape Cod Commission for his guidance on establishing the well’s status for 
future use. 
 
Mark offered to contact former Water Commissioner Mark Nelson to find out if he has any information on how to 
establish a public water supply. 
 
2)  Arne mentioned that he had been contacted by Town Councilor Paul Hebert.  Paul is the town’s liaison to the 
Health Division and serves on the Cape Cod Water Collaborative working with the 208 Plan.  Arne thinks that we 
should invite Paul to a future meeting regarding municipal water in West Barnstable.  It’s possible that there are 
some problems with water quality due to the former Atwood’s Garage and the former Crane Duplicating 
Company in our District.   



Arne noted that when the water was tested by the Cape Cod Commission under the shooting range, that it was 
nearly pristine. 
 
3)  Arne also wrote to Dan Santos of the town’s DPW.  Arne noticed a monitoring well with the lock broken off it.  
So, Arne put his own lock on that well and let Dan know by email. 
 
MOTION: by Mark; Seconded by Arne: 
To accept the minutes of our meeting held on February 7, 2019. 
UNANIMOUS APPROVAL. 
 
MOTION: by Kris; Seconded by Arne: 
To adjourn.  UNANIMOUS APPROVAL. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 5:56pm. 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted 
Kris Clark, Clerk 


