
WATER COMMISSIONERS – WEST BARNSTABLE FIRE DISTRICT 
Public Informational Meeting – Presentation by Town of Barnstable Department of Public Works 

West Barnstable Community Building 
April 13, 2022 

 
Present:  Water Commissioners Mark Wirtanen (Chairman), Lisa Hendrickson, and Kristine Clark; Nathan Collins, 

Assistant Town Engineer; Rob Steen, Assistant Director, DPW; Hans Keijser, Supervisor, Hyannis Water System; Ed 

Smith and Van Northcross, West Barnstable Fire District Prudential Committee; Lynne Poyant, Director of 

Communications, Channel 18; Paula Hersey, Videographer, Channel 18;  Lenny Clark; Joanne Wallace; Dave 

Paananen,Deputy Chief, West Barnstable Fire Department; Laura Shufelt; Eric Shufelt; Carolyn Ewing; Arne Ojala; 

Alex Richards; Heather Malkani; Marissa Caney; Tony Lovell; Terri Reilly; Mark Nelson; Chuck Sabatt; Priscilla Jones; 

Judy Desrochers; Brian Paradise; Elaine Grace, Clerk, West Barnstable Fire District, and other West Barnstable 

residents. 

Water Commission Chairman Mark Wirtanen called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM. 

Assistant Town Engineer Nathan Collins explained that the process to explore additional water resources for the 

town is in its infancy.  The Town hired a consultant in 2019 to install test wells to locate potential public water 

resources within the Town.  Eleven potential sites were initially identified – nine were explored and six were 

considered good and three were deemed feasible for further exploration. The site at the Bridge Creek 

Conservation Area was looked at as the most advantageous due its potential yield almost ten times greater than 

the other sites - about 5,000 gallons per minute compared to 500 gallons per minute at two other sites.  The 

governing factor for the Bridge Creek choice was the amount of volume. 

Several residents expressed concerns about drawing water from a neighborhood reliant on residential wells.  

Others noted the multi-million Town sewer project will not benefit West Barnstable.   

Mr. Collins explained that the Mass DEP requires certain redundancy capabilities in case one or another well site 

goes down.  Currently, the Town is at a 1.8 million gallon per day deficit toward that requirement and has a 

projected deficit of 2.2 million gallons per day to the year 2040.  Rob Steen advised that the Hyannis system does 

have water, but couldn’t meet the requirements if a catastrophe took down the system.    

There were questions about the Town’s plan in perpetuity as stewards of the public water supply.  Rob Steen 

explained that Hyannis Water has no issues and has done a good job treating raw water since 2005, providing good 

quality water and promoting water conservation.   

Mark Nelson advised the Bridge Creek Conservation Area is environmentally sensitive and testing would create 

extensive disturbance and possible volume loss from the ecosystem.  He noted that the test well is located 40 feet 

from a stream.  He asked if there are restrictions in the permitting process dealing with wetland resources. 

Mr. Collins explained that the Town is still in the preliminary process of exploring the Bridge Creek site, as well as 

others, and a water treatment plant is not eminent.  The process will take a long time and much testing before DEP 

approval is given.    He stated that the goal of the Town is to be transparent and to walk its residents through the 

process.  Other sites are being evaluated. 

Chairman Mark Wirtanen closed the meeting at 7:30 PM and advised that the Water Commissioners would be 

hosting a series of question and answer sessions at the West Barnstable Community Building on the first Monday 

of each month from June 6, 2022 through December 5, 2022 starting at 7:00 PM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Elaine L. Grace, District Clerk 
West Barnstable Fire District 

 


